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MOA released 13" Five-year Plan to Boost Alfalfa Production

China’s Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) in mid January released the 13 Five-year Plan for the
development of alfalfa during 2016 and 2020 so as to boost diary sector in China. According to
the plan, China will increase alfalfa planting acreage by 3 million mu (200,000 hectares) by the
year 2020 and alfalfa production will reach 3.6 million MT. According the herbal animal
husbandry development plan (2016-2020), Chinese milk production will reach 41 million MT by
2020, which means the number of holstan cows will reach 6 million. Based on this, the demand
of high quality alfalfa will reach 6.9 million MT. Given that alfalfa import reaches 1.5 million MT
and total supply reaches 5.1 million MT, there will still be a supply gap of 1.8 million MT.

In 2015, alfalfa supply was 3 million MT, including 1.8 million MT local alfalfa and 1.2 million MT
of imports. During Jan-Nov period of 2016, Chinese alfalfa hay imports totaled 1.34 million MT,
up 19.71% from the same period of 2015.



